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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


In our report of the last meeting of the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society will be found a very 
interesting and instructive discussion on the subject 
of ‘A New Charter.’ Mr. Raymond’s remarks are 
especially valuable as, treating the subject in an 
impartial and logical manner, he arrives at the con- 
clusion that many reasons exist why a new charter 
should be obtained. | Wherever this subject is now 
discussed—outside the Council—a majority is to be 
found in favour of application being made. The 
only body of Veterinary Surgeons who object is the 
Council, and not a member of that august body has 
yet offered any intelligible reason for his objection. 
Our representative body should really not require 
constant pushing to make them progress. Passive 
obstruction is a game that may be kept up too long 
and then the profession, at the next election of 
Councillors, may act rashly and mark their sense of 
the delay by substituting more progressive men for 
those retiring. If every Society in the profession 
will pass resolutions in favour of the new charter 
and forward them to the Secretary at Red Lion 8q., 
we'shail soon overcome the vis inertia which, next to 
talk, is the chief characteristic of our present Council. 


We have been accused of saying that Latin was 
undesirable as a subject in our Matriculation Exami- 
nation. We said nothing of the sort. Our asser- 
tion was that it should not be made compulsory, and 
that when a man passed a good examination in 
either French or German he should not be rejected 
because he did not know Latin. We said and we 
repeat that a knowledge of either of the modern 
languages is a more useful acquisition to a veteri- 
nary student than Latin, which should be made an 
optional subject. This was the opinion of the Royal 
College of Preceptors—a body who speak on edu- 
cational matters with great authority. We return 
to the subject now because at the meeting of the 
British Medical Association at Birmingham, the 
President Dr. Francis W. Wade delivered an address 
upon the pre-technical education of medical men and 

referred tu the value of Latin. He suggested that 
“‘ Latin should be placed in the list of optional sub- 
jects.” Commenting upon this the St. James’ 
Gazette says—‘ We may put the highest value on a 
classical education and evenadmit that, ceteris paribus, 
the physician or surgeon who knows something of 
Roman literature isa better educated man than the 
one who knows nothing; but if the medical student 
under the existing regulations has no time to study 
Latin, a reform is undoubtedly required. The opin- 


ion of the Times ‘ that without a knowledge of ‘Latin 
a doctor could not address his patients in lucid and 
expressive English,’ is undiluted pedantry.” The 
late John Bright was nota classical scholar but for 
“lucid and expressive English” he was difficult 
to equal. 


The report of proceedings at last meeting of Coun- 
cil will be found on another page. The first matter 
is a reference toa letter which was not read but which 
some of the members were apparently able to dis- 
cuss without hearing or understanding. Mr. Cart- 
ledge said “ It is a question of dispute between jour- 
nalists.” If he had read the letter he would not have 
made such an untrue and ridiculous assertion. Sir 
Henry Simpson talked mysteriously about its being 
a libel and hinted that the President might be in- 
undated with letters from men too cowardly to face 
the party they wished to attack. All this well- 
simulated virtue was wasted. The letter only at- 
tempted to draw attention to a piece of vulgar rude- 
ness on the part of an Examiner, and to suggest that 
the Council should prevent examiners abusing their 
position to gratify their spite. 


The next subject for discussion was the wood and 
glass edifice Mr. Greaves was allowed to erect in 
front of the stained glass windows. The general 
opinion was that it should be removed to the outside 
of the windows, but the matter was finally referred 
to the General Purposes Committee. 


On the application of the Presidents of some 
Veterinary Medical Societies the Council agreed to 
allow the use by professional bodies of the Council 
Chamber for meetings at 21s., and for Committees 
at 10s. 6d. Some discussion arose as to whether 
these sums should include coals and gas. but the 
Council was in a liberal humour, and decided it 
should be “inclusive.” On the subject of the 
Registration of Farriers, Mr. Cox gave notice of a 
rather funny set of resolutions, which no doubt he 
will, on further consideration, withdraw. The 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is, no doubt, 
an important body, but it can hardly presume to 
regulate a trade. 


Quite a surprise was in store for the Council 
when the subject of Election of Examiners for the 
Fellowship came on. For some not very evident 
reasons at last election the Council substituted 
Professor Brown for Mr. Cox. At this one, Mr. Cox 
was re-elected, and the reason given for the change 
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was that Professor Brown was not a Fellow. This 
seems to us to be quite in accordance with the 
spirit of the 1876 Charter. Suppose the Council 
apply the same reasoning to the Examiners for the 

embership! Logically they must, but we expect 
they will not. 


The appointment of Committees was the next 
cause of discussion, and Sir Henry Simpson com- 

iled a strong indictment against the irregular way 
in which the proceedings of the Council are carried 
on. His suggestion was adopted, but not withont a 
strong protest on the part of the provincial mem- 
bers, who pointed out that the new arrangement 
might be very convenient for members in and near 
London, but was hard on those residing at a dis- 
tance. The majority voted against the distant 
members. 


Various Committees were then elected, not, we 
believe, by ballot. Finally, Sir Henry Simpson 
gave notice of motion which would enable the 
Royal College to obtain two or three pounds a 
year more for its invested moneys by selling out 
and re-investing. 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


CASE OF PARALYSIS. 


By J. Krrsy M.R.C.V.S., North 
Haymarket, Liverpool. 


On Saturday, 19th July, at 10.30 a.m., I was sent 
for to look at a black mare, eight years old, which had 
fallen down in the street, about 100 yards from my 
place, whilst drawing a waggon. Through my being 
away on case at the Police Court, my man gave 
an already made-up colic draught of Tinct. Opii, 
Spts. Aither Nit., Spts. Tereb. and Tinct. Assafoo- 
tides, and attempted to raise her. On my arrival 
at 11.30 a.m., they were just in the act of giving 
a half-pint of whiskey, as she was’ trembling very 
much, On examination I found pulse slightly in- 
creased. temperature and respiration about normal 
but she had lost all power in her legs. I had the 
animal turned over on the other side, gave her a 
drink of water, sponged a little into her ears, and 
tried to get her up several times. Certainly at this 
time she was more lively, and did make some effort 
but we had to give up, as impossible, any hope of 
getting her on her feet. Now came the tug of war 
We had plenty of help in the way of men, in fact 
too many—they were like bees round a sugar cask 
and constantly in one another’s way. These peo le 
had tried all the means available before my ates. 
and, to make things more unpleasant, it was ainins 
very heavily all the morning. The police an 
urging its removal, as it was the principal thorough- 
fare to the market, so stopping the trafic “ 
specially as being market day. Having lain there 


for two hours, we were requested by the police, and 
urged by the passing public, to destroy it, and put 
an end to all suffering. However, as a last resource, 
I bought three common inch boards, a foot wide by 
nine feet long; one I cut three feet off, split it in 
two, placed the long boards at the sides and the 
six-feet one in the centre, and nailed them together 
about an inch or two apart by the small split pieces, 
and so made a sledge or skidd; turned the mare 
over upon this and fastened a horse to it; this 
being insufficient, another was obtained and fas- 
tened in front; this time we went away with our 
burden (amidst cheers from the crowds collected), 
got her into the yard and into the loose box, where 
she lay as if dead. I had her covered well up, and. 
at 1.30 p.m. gave a snb-cutaneous injection of phy- 
sostigmin, as she commenced grunting and strain- 
ing, as though wishing to void something. At 3.30 
p.m. I emptied the rectum and drew off the urine, 
as the bladder was very full. At 4.30 p.m. I gave 
hypodermically in the flank a strong dose of in- 
jectis strychniz. I then left her for a short time, 
and ou getting back noticed she was getting restless. 
and seemed inclined to move herself about. I then 
set about placing in her slings, and just as we got 
her about two feet off the ground she made a tre- 
mendous lunge; we kept on hoisting and got her 
up. During the whole of the time we were arrang- 
ing the slings she dunged five times in large quan- 
tities, and urinated quite as many, seeming very 
excited and nervous. 

It occurred to me and a brother practitioner who 
saw her in slings that it was Azoturia, but certain 


| symptoms of this were wanting. She had travelled, 


in company with another horse, a distance of 12 
miles, with sacks of corn for the mills, being a 
farmer’s horse, and had not done much a day or two 
before—a very common history in cases of Azoturia. 
‘The impaction in my opinion is quite sufficient to 
have caused this to total paralysis, aggravated no 
doubt by the heavy showers during the morning. 
The after treatment was a mere nothing, just a 
powder or two of diuretic and alterative medicine 
every day in the mash or drinking water. She fed 
well and did well, and on the Monday following I 
removed the slings, Up to this date very large 
quantities of foeces and urine were passed. On 
Tuesday she was taken out for a little exercise, all 
well with the exception of a little stiffness in the 
off hind leg. The owner, being so pleased with 
her, said that he would risk taking her home then. 
I wanted him to leave her till next day, as being 
more prudent to take the journey after the exercise 
of the previous day, but of no avail. I hear since 
she has done exceedingly well. This case shows us 
not to forma hasty opinion, not to be guided by 
police or public, but keep to the old saying, *« Never 
give in, while there is life there is hope.” We 
have many cases in Liverpool of nearly a similar 
character, but this is certainly a more severe type. 


Canine rabies is very prevalent in the Queen’s County, 
and complaints are general that the muzzling order which 
is in force all over the county is not presen enforced. 
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THE DOUBLE WINDOWS AT THE COLLEGE. 
By Tuomas Greaves, F.R.C.V.S. 


The double windows were put in for the purpose 
of deadening the noise from the traffic in the street, 
which was intolerable, and also to improve the 
acoustic properties of the room, which were very 
bad. Both of these purposes have been attained in 
a very satisfactory degree. 

It is now objected that the woodwork of the 
frames obstructs the full view of the stained glass 
windows behind them, and so spoils the effect. It 
must be explained that the new inner windows are 
French folding; each has a bar down the centre, 
and a bar across near the top; these are as narrow 
as possible to be efficient, and not a hairsbreadth 
of the stained glass in any other respect is interfered 
with ; the wood is thoroughly seasoned, and the 
frames are made with the greatest possible care and 
neatness, and the stated obstruction is so slight that, 
to my mind, none but a fastidious person could 
object to it. 


THE DISADVANTAGES OF THE WINDOWS BEING PLACED 
OUTSIDE, 


Ist. The ventilators could not he opened, neither 
could the windows be opened. 

2nd. The windows could not be cleaned, only at 
great trouble by getting men and long ladders. 

3rd. They would be exposed to the effects of the 
weather, to become rotten and warped. 

4th. They would destroy the symmetry of the 
building, and would be an eyesore outside. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF THE WINDOWS BEING PUT INSIDE, 


Ist. They can be opened with the greatest ease, 
and a girl with steps can clean them. 

2nd. They will preserve the colours of the 
stained glass of the windows. 

3rd. If at any time some distinguised person 
wants to examine particularly the subjects of the 
stained glass windows, he has only to turn a little 
slide and throw the double windows completely 
open to leave the stained glass windows fully in 
view. The opening of these inner windows is the 
easiest thing in the world, a child can do it. 


I ask the Committee and the Council to use their 
usual common sense in this matter, and not be led 
away by sentiment. We do not go into the Council 
Chamber for the express purpose of admiring these 
windows and studying the history of the subjects, 
beautiful though they may be. We go into the 
room to conduct our own business—matters often 
difficult, intricate, and important, requiring very 
careful consideration. Under these circumstances, 
is it not of the greatest importance to us to be able 
to carry on our deliberations in a room in which 
the stillness and quiet enables you to hear and 
understand every word spoken, instead of a room 
whose acoustic properties, together with the noise 

a e words spoken ill it not 
best to let well ? 


PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE. 


kor anumber of years I have been a diligent 
reader of the professional journals as well as of 
much matter connected with the profession that 
has appeared from time totime in the public 
press—and this much I have learned—it is character- 
istic of veterinary surgeons that no discussion can 
be carried un by them, no matter how fair the start, 
but that it soon becomes acrimonious. 

We have an example of this in the replies by “‘ A 
Student” and “One of them” to Mr. Leeney’s 
very truthful remarks anent the serious want of prac- 
tical knowledge among the graduates turned out by 
the R.V.C. at the present time. 

These letters, they are not replies, seem examples 
of the time honoured legal maxim “no case— 
abuse the plaintiff's attorney.” 

The question is not a personal one—it concerns 
both the profession and the public, and I note that 
noone seems satisfied with the existing state of 
affairs but the students and “ Fledglings,” who have 
yet to find out their deficiencies in practical know- 
ledge, to get their minds disabused of the idea that 
pure science will enable them to live, and that the 
public will in any way value their diploma i* 
unbacked by success in practice. 

The men who have been through the mill, who 
have acquired a practice, especially if it be in the 
country, together with some experience of the 
general lack of useful knowledge possessed by the 
average assistant recently qualified. all unite in 
deploring the existing state of affairs. Many of 
them, unless the sons of “existing practitioners,” 
have probably been in the same position themselves, 
but they have learned to know how little they 
knew when turned out as fit to practice, and are 
therefore in a much better position to judge of the 
defects in the educational system than young men 
just leaving College, who, besides their science, 
have their heads full of the nobility of their calling, 
and the social position its professors ought to occupy. 
The public are not very discriminating, and, asa 
rule, are rarely gulled, but they very soon learn 
that science without practice is not conducive to 
successful treatment of their stock, and that a learn- 
ed discourse on the pathology of disease is compari- 
tively valueless to them, unless the young man can 
diagnose it in the early stage, and is not dependant 
on the autopsy to find out from what the animal is 
suffering. Success is their criterion of ability, 
and they do not regard the diploma of the “ Fledg- 
ling” as worth a row of pins, unless he shows him- 
self familar with the habits and management of 
different kinds of farmstock—in fact they are likely 
to appraise him at Jess than his actual value, for 
they think he should know all they know them- 
selves and a great deal more besides, and judge 
more of his acquirements by the way he goes about 
his work than by what he has to say for himself. 
It may be very well in a good town practice to de- 
scend from a dog-cart with a dignified air, examine 
the patient in an equally dignified fashion, and 
loftily give directions to a more than ordinarily in- 
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telligent groom, but will this sort of thing pass 
muster in the country? I trow not—kid gloves, 
varnished boots, and an exalted idea of personal 
importance and professional status are not respected 
here ; glitter and tinsel only excite scorn or laugh- 
ter, or both, and they esteem only the man who has 
the solid advantage of being quite at home with his 
patients. 

How many students from the Institution, Mr. 

Leeney aptly describes as a “ town barrack,” are fit 
to go into a dirty stock yard and seton and drench 
a bunch of rough Irish or Welsh bullocks, that have 
never had a human hand on them since they were 
calved? How many can cast and secure a colt 
with an ordinary waggon rope, or castrate it in 
workmanlike fashion when down; handle a rough 
Sussex cow, or with a solitary man, who may not be 
very bright intellectually, throw and castrate a six 
months old bull calf? Not one in a hundred—yet 
farmers largely measure capacity by the ability to 
do these and similar every-day operations, and if the 
Fledgling ” cannot do these things at least as well 
as the unqualified farrier who competes with him for 
the practice of the district, and a great deal better 
than themselves or their men, they do not hesitate 
to sing it around the neighbourhood that the new 
Vet. is ‘no good,” and send for the farrier in 
preference. Aman is popular in his district or 
neighbourhood just in proportion as he is successful, 
and as he “shapes” well or otherwise, and if he is 
not practical, stock-owners will not regard the dig- 
nity or nobility of the profession, and they will not 
send for him when they stand in need of skilled 
assistance. 

Evidently Mr, Leeney knows all this well enough 
—whether intuitively or from acquired experience 
matters not in the least, and “Students” and 
“ Fledglings” ought rather to be grateful for being 
told the plain truth as to their deficiencies instead 
of heaping abuse on him for deprecating the exist- 
ing system of education. It seems to me a matter 
of no woment whatever what this gentleman was; 
whether he went into practice “perfect in every 
branch of the profession and in keeping and rear- 
ing stock,” or whether he commenced as deficient 
in practical knowledge as the average “ Fledg- 
ling” of to-day—he is now qualified to speak as 
to what is essential to success. as an old practitioner; 
and as an employer can judge from experience of 
the short comings of the newly qualified assistant. 
JA first step towards the acquirement of knowledge 
is to realise the extent of our ingnurance, and I 
judge it would be better for young men to profit 
by the result of his experience than to take umbrage 
at being plainly informed of the fact that they do 
not know quite as much as they fondly imagine 
There seems no need for Mr. Leeney to « compli- 
ment” the “fledglings””—a term that seems to be 
particularly offensive to “One of them ”—theie is 
nothing to compliment them about. so far as their 
fitness for the work they have undertaken is con- 
concerned, and he pays full tribute to their gentle- 
manly demeanour and scientific attainments H 
does not blame the student, but the system, and 7" 
entitled to their thanks for trying to raise th co Pag 

pro- 


of them,” and others who are corsumed with 


fession in the eyes of the public by ensuring that 
those who enter it shall not only be qualified by the 
diploma of the R.C.V.S., but be practically qualified 
as well. There is no reason why the veterinary 
surgeon should not be gentlemanly, but he ought 
to know at the outset of his career that his inanners 
and appearance will count for very little in country 
practice, unless, in addition, he is able and willing 
to do work that will soil his hands and dirty his 
boots ; and that professional pride, however laud- 
able, will not pay the landlord his rent, or satisfy 
the tax-gatherer or the forage merchant, and that 
pure science is not much more satisfying than love. 
There are plenty of men who leave college and go 
out into the world impressed with the importance of 
their profession, filled with zeal and love for it, 
and inclined to look down on those who supplement 
a precarious income from treating diseased horses 
by dealing with them, and * breaking ” or shoeing 
them; but by and by there comes a change, and 
they find that the massive brass plate and the magic 
letters M.R.C.V.S. do not bring clients in such 
shoals as they fondly imagined they would. Is it 
not best to recognise this at the start, instead of 
having to acquire the knowledge in that most ex- 
pensive school—experience?—and would it not be 
wise to take advantage of that gained by others, 
especially when they are willing to give gratuitously 
what they paid heavy fees to learn ? 

lt may, perhaps, be useful to “A Student,” “One 


exuberant fancies about the social position the 
veterinary surgeon should occupy, and who consider 
that they should be on a par with members of the 
sister profession, to know that the public look at 
the man, and regard him as of importance, just in 
proportion to the value of the animal he treats. 
The M.R.C.8.—no better bred, no better educated. 
not more scientific, and perhaps not so well born— 
attending a human patient is treated as a friend and 
equal, while the M.R.C.V.S. attending a sick horse, 
ora pig with the measles, at the same place, is 
turned over to the bailiff or the groom. This is to be 
deplored. but it cannot be altered—cant as you may, 
and it is best to look the position straight in the 
face, and if you are. going to be a country practi- 
tioner— accept the inevitable. 

I do not agree with “One of them” that Mr. : 
Leeney is likely to find his choice of assistants ‘ 
limited because he has recorded his opinion of their ; 
capabilities as a class, for they are all too plentiful 
for such trifles to deter them accepting a situation 
when one offers; and further, if sensible, they 
would most likely prefer to have instruction from a 
man so well qualified to teach the practical work 
in which they are likely to be deficient. As an 
old assistant of Mr. Leeney’s I can testify to his 
ability to do this, and owe him something for 
having repeatedly demonstrated that I was not 
half so clever as ] supposed. 

One word as to the spaying, about which “A 
Student” records his opinion that it is “one of the 
most brutal and unnecessary operations that a man 
can do.” This may be true, and it may have any 
amount of scientific testimony to back it, but i> 
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practice we are face to face with this hard fact—the 
public will have it done, and if the qualified man 
is unable or unwilling to perform the operation 
there are plénty of farriers, who are adepts, and 
who are also willing. Those who do the spaying 
neatly and successfully are very likely to be called 
upon to do the rest of the work on the place ; and if 
the qualified man is to hold his own. his only course 
is to do it, and that, too. more deftly than the quack. 
If the practitioner lives in a district where spaying 
is not in vogue he is is to be congratulated, for the 
work is dirty and the remuneration is wretched, 
and in any case he can as much as possible set his 
face against it, if he regards it as crnel and unneces- 
sary ; but if the public demand it, he must either 
compete with the farrier or suffer in consequence. 
1 have repeatedly heard farmers say that the 
reason why qualified men set up their backs about 
spaying was simply due to the fact that not one in 
fifty could perform the operation, anéd—“ tell it not 
in Gath ”—there isa good deal of truth in the state- 
ment. It is the ability to do this and _ kindred 
work, and to be really useful to the busy practi- 
tioner, that makes the unqualified, but practical, 
assistant able to command a salary out of which he 
can live, while the “ Fledgling” is advertising his 
services in the journals as available in return for 
board, or as willing to pay something to boot. and 
meeting with no response. 

This undeniable fact goes very far towards con- 
firming the contention of Mr, Leeney that assistants 
of this type are not of much use to either the 
practitioner or the public. This is the verdict of 
the Profession as recorded by action, the only differ- 
ence being that Mr. Leeney reduces his opinion to 
words, and takes no pains to conceal the naked 
truth by silvering the pill. 

In conclusion, I advise those for whom it is in- 
tended to swallow the bolus—despite its bitter 
taste—and [| trust it may have the effect of purging 
them of conceit. ; 

PRACTICAL. 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
(Continued from page 48.) 
The Secretary said the next business was a letter 


from Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, addressed to the President of 


the Council, drawing attention to a aragraph i 
Veterinary Journal of April, 1890. 
Mr. Cartiepee ; I do not think that this is a matter 
before Council. It is a question 
pu een journalists. I gath i 
a — for this Council, 
r. Roatre Cox: Will you read the letter yourself 
and exercise your discretion whether it ‘ 
before the Council or not ? 
‘ RESIDENT: I am of opinion that everythi 
in the hands of the President the Council 
— aware of. so that they may take the responsibility 
ong with him. If I were to give my own private 


opinion, I might say I think the letter ought not to be 
read. 

Sir Henry Srwerson: Letters may be, by certain 
members of the profession, addressed to you in the 
manner in which this is addressed, not in the interests of 
the profession, but for the purpose of doing that which 
they fear to do straight in the face of the party they 
wish to attack, their argument being that it is a pri- 
vileged communication when sent through you, whereas, 
it would be a libel if sent direct to the party it is in- 


might be read by the Secretary, but the shorthand 
writers must not take notice of it without the consent 
of the Council. 

The PREsIDENT: Quite so. We discuss the matter as 
if in private. 

The letter was then read. 

Mr. Wraae: I move that the letter lie on the table 
and that it be not given to the Press. 

Mr. Barrorp: I hope it will be the last letter of the 
kind that we shall receive. I beg to second the resolu- 
tion. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


THe WINbDows. 


The Secretary read a letter from the Central Veteri- 
nary Medical Society referring to a resolution proposed 
and unanimously adopted at their last meeting, calling 
attention to the unsightly appearance of the inner win- 
dow casing placed in front of the stained windows which 
had been presented by Mr. Greaves, aud erected for the 
purpose of improving the acoustic conditions of the 
room, but the heavy frame-work coming as it did right 
down the centre of the stained glass windows utterly 
destroyed their beauty 

Mr. Roatre Cox said they had already graciously 
accepted Mr. Greaves’ generous gift and they knew how 
greatly the acoustic properties of the room had been 
improved thereby. With regard to the frame he was 
not quite certain that some of the pictures did not 
gain by it. 

Mr. James Simpson said that whilst the gift of their 
friend Mr. Greaves had been graciously accepted by the 
Council, he must remind the Council that the gift of 
these stained glass windows had been graciously accepted 
by them from Veterinary Societies and although every 
member of the profession appreciated the kindness of 
Mr. Greaves in presenting the windows which were 
placed there for the purpose of assisting the acoustics of 
the room he thought they were placed inside under a 
misapprehension. He was certainly under the impres- 
sion that the Council accepted Mr. Greaves’ offer to pro- 
vide a second window but with the understanding that 
it was to be outside. Representing as he did the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association, who presented 
one of the wiudows, he was bound to say he should 
certainly have resisted the suggestion that the casings 
should be placed inside, he was distinctly under the 
impression that they were to be placed outside. He 
thought the Council could do no less than place the 
windows outside and he was sure that Mr. Greaves would 
not take it as uncomplimentary to himself or to his gift if 
that were done. The object would be obtained just as 
well as was the case at present. He proposed that the 
Council defray the expenses of placing the casings on 
the outside of the stained glass windows. 

Mr. Kipp said he had much pleasure in seconding 
that. He had a distinct recollection that it was under- 
stood that they should be placed outside, as the stained 
glass windows had cost a great deal of money and their 
was distinctly spoilt. 

r. FLemine thought the moving the windows to the 
outside would not remedy the matter much ; the wood- 


work as they observed was specially bountiful and the 


tended to attack. For that reason I think this letter | 
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bar of wood was extremely thick. The transference 
of the inside windows to the outside might modify the 
objection but it would not remove it. 
ir Hy. Simpson suggested that the better plan would 

be to appoint a small committee of five with power to act 
in the matter. ‘ 

Mr. Greaves said that at the meeting when this 
matter was arranged there certainly was no remark made 
about the windows being placed outside, and there would 
be this difficulty that they could never be cleaned ex- 
cept by ladders—which would be a very great Incon- 
venience—from the outside. It was very gratifying to 
find that they had entirely overcome the noise 
of the traffic so that they could carry on their 
deliberations in peace and quietuess which was their 
great object. He thought the business they had to 
transact in the room was of more importance than the 
view of those windows and he should be very sorry if 
any alteration took place. ' 

Dr. suggested that the inside ‘casing 
might be moveable. The chief disturbance they had 
found there was during the examination of students. 
There were two tables close tothe window and when 
there was much traffic there was no doubt the noise was 
very disturbing. There was no reason why the win- 
dows should not be moveable so as to be taken out for 
all meetings and put on again for their examinations. 

Mr. James Simpson said he would withdraw his 
first proposition and would propose that the whole mat- 
ter be referred to the General Purposes Committee. 

Mr. Kipp seconded the motion which was agreed to. 


PARCHMENT FOR DIPLOMAs. 


The Secretary said that acting in accordance with 
instructions he received an estimate for printing dip- 
lomas on parchment. He had also read letters from 
several persons in India stating their preference for 
certificates printed on the usual toned paper because 
they were more lasting than when on parchment. 

Mr. Roatre Cox thought the change was unneces- 
sary,inexpedient,and not tobe entertained for amoment. 
His own diploma which he had 40 years ago was still in 
its frame, for it was then usual for students to frame 
their diplomas, and had never lost its colour. It had 
stood the test of all weathers for 40 years and was still 
He did not think there was any reason 
to go to all this expense, and proposed that th - 

Mr. Barrorp seconded the motion, 

Dr. Fremina said that parchment was extremely 
brittle in hot climates, and as a great number of their 
candidates went to the Colonies it was very adyan- 
certificates printed on a texture that 
would stand all climates ; good paper w 
deal of knocking about. 

Mr. RutHERrFor» said as one of the guardians of the 
College purse he agreed with Mr, Cox. The students who 
had passed through his hands had been extremely glad 


to get the diploma on the paper on which it was 
printed, 


The motion was agreed to, 


Use or tHe Counctn Room py V. M. Soctertes 


The SEcRETaRy read a letter from the Presi 
. © d 

three Veterinary Medical Societies—The 
Counties Medical Veterinary Association, The Central 
Veterinary Society, and The Royal Counties Veterfhary 
Medical Association—with regard to the charge made 
for the use of the Council and Committee Rooms The 
Secretary said that his instructions from the Council 

r. Ktpp said what the Associati 
they should be able to have 


the Council 
guinea because they found the 


was rather small when they had a good attendance. 
They could get a room in any Hotel in London at that 
rate, but they preferred if possible holding their meet- 
ings in the College. 

Mr. Cartiece said he would propose that the charge 
be one guinea. There was no objection to their meet- 
ing these gentlemen ina liberal spirit. They were 
rather a wealthy Corporation and he thought they could 
very well afford to let their room at that rate. 

Mr. Barrorp seconded the motion. That building 
was erected for the general advancement and encourage- 
ment of the profession and their medical societies were 
formed for no other object. He did not think it was 
creditable to have to go to a hotel to seek rooms where 
they might hold their Association meetings. He strongly 
urged the Council to agree to the proposal made by 
Mr. Cartledge, viz. to reduce the fees by one half, in 
which case he thought that every Association through- 
out London would be very glad to occupy that room. 

Mr. Wraae supported the motion, and suggested 
that they should reduce the price of the Committee 
room also. 

Mr. Barrorv said it would be one half the 
usual fee. 

Mr. J. Stimpson asked what this guinea was to include. 
It might be liberalto make the reduction but it was. 
not businesslike. | There were servants and other mat- 
ters to be considered, and they ought to know what the 
fee was to include. 

The Secretary: That is a most important point. 

Mr. Barrorp thought ‘the different Societies would 
not allow such a sum as five shillings for waiters and so 
on to stand in the way. 

Mr. J. Simpson said he did not object to their hav- 
ing either room but he wanted to know what the lia- 
bilities would be. 

Mr. CartLepGE said there was nothing provided at 
all. They did not find tea or champagne or any other 
luxury. The Societies came and made use of the room 
and paid such charges as were incurred for the servants 
they employed. 

Sir Frepx. Firz-Wyeram suggested that they should 
have either room fora guinea, including servants. 

Mr. Wrace thought the Associations would feel that 
a guinea was too much to pay for a Committee meeting. 

Dr. FLemine did not think the Committee room was 
at all adapted for meetings. There was a number of 
loose books about, and if ;some of them went astray 
people would be blamed. He thought it very unad- 
visable to allow that room to be let at all. All Com- 
mittee and other meetings should take place in the 
Council Room. 


Mr. Roatre Cox agreed that that room’ only ought 
to be let for meetings. 

Mr. Wrage proposed as an amendment that for an 
Association meeting the charge for the Council room 
should be 21/-, and that the same room should be let 
for Committee meetings for 10/6 inclusive. 

Mr. Mvtvey seconded the amendment which was 
carried, the charges for the Council room to be 21/- and 
10/6, according to the nature of the meeting held. 


PROFESSIONAL ETuics. 


_ The Secretary said that in accordance with the 
instructions of the Council he had obtained copies 
of the bye-laws and regulations bearing on _profes- 
sional etiquette issued by the Royal College of 
Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, the 
Pharmaceutical Society and other Societies. 

Mr. Roatre Cox said they were much obliged to 
Mr. Hill for having collected the information. 
He moved that the matter be still in hand and 


referred to the Registration Committee as an im- 
portant question. 
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Sir Henry ‘Simpson seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 


FINANCE. 


The report of the Finance Committee having 
been read 

Mr. Wraca moved that the report be received 
and adopted, cheques be: drawn to pay the liabili- 
ties, and a sum of £500 be invested in consols. 

Mr. CarTLEDGE seconded the motion. 

Sir Hy. Simpson asked whether the Council did 
not consider it desirable to alter some of the in- 
vestments. There were certain funds in which 
Trustees might invest givirg a better rate of per- 
centage while equally as safe as consols. He 
thought that by transferring some of their invest- 
ments they might at all events make a few pounds 


_more a year. 


Dr. Fiemine said the matter was governed by 
a bye-law but it could be altered. 

Sir Hy. Srpson said he would give notice of 
alteration in the bye-law. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The Secretaxy then read a letter from Pro- 
fessor Walley asking when the Council was going 
to come to any decision with regard to the bur- 
sary for students. 

On the suggestion of Mr. CartLepGe the sub- 
ject was deferred until Professor Walley was present 
at a future meeting. 


REGISTRATION. 


The Srcretaxy next read the report of the 
Registration Committee which sat on the 27th 
June. The report stated that a practitioner who 
had been in default had given an undertaking to 
discontinue using M.R.V.C.8S. Cautionary notices 
had been ordered to be sent to some individuals 
and second notices to others, and cases were men- 
tioned in which a second notice had been ignored. 
A form of declaration was issued to members who ap- 
plied to have their names restored tothe Register 
and 19 persons had complied with the Council’s 
requirements and paid their fees. The Committee 
recommended that their names should be re-instated 

The Sxcretary then referred to the case of a 
practitiorer who described himself as M.R.C.V\S. 
who was not entitled to do so. He had given an 
undertaking some time ago to discontinue the prac- 
tice, but he still persisted in advertising the same 
as usual. 

Mr. WracG moved the adoption of the report 
and that the solicitor be instructed to take action 
in the matter 

Dr. FLem1ne seconded the motion which was agreed to. 

The Szcretary then read the names of those who 
had passed at the recent examinations held at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, at the Glasgow College, 
at Dick College, and at the Veterinary College. 

Mr. J. Simpson said he observed in the printed list 
a note against the names of certain gentlemen,—* Not 
conformed with the rules of the College.” Might he 
ask what it meant ? 

The Secretary said the gentlemen had to sign the 
Rules before receiving a diploma. Notwithstanding 
repeated applications to gentlemen to pay the fees and 
receive their diplomas no notice had been taken in many 
cases. Strictly speaking he ought to exclude their 
names from the list, but out of courtesy to the 
parents and to the students themselves he had put 
them on, only with the note to show that they had not 
complied with thebye-laws and to bring them to book, he 
having no other means of doing so. 


REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 


Mr: Roatre Cox: May I be allowed to give the 
following notice? As you are aware the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers has undertaken the supervisison 
of shoeing-smiths, purporting thereby to promote the 
interests of the horse-owning public by bettering the 
conditions and efficiency of the smith, and in that way 
minimising the chance of injury to horses. The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons has accepted the re- 
sponsibility—which is no slight one—of co-operating 
with the Royal Agricultural Society in helping the Wor-. 
shipful Company of Farriers to carry out their plan. 
The Royal Agricultural Society is in a position to assist 
by its influence and its wealth, and our College being 
better acquainted with the principles of the art of shoe- 
ing horses and with the carrying out of the work, will 
be expected from time to time to recommend to the 
Farriers’ Company such measures as shall bring about 
the reform. I venture to predict that the registration of 
a small proportion, it may be, of shoeing-smiths will not 
benefit the horse-owning public very much, and there- 
fore the Worshipful Company of Farriers will have to 
extend their scope very materially in their supervision 
and control of the shoeing-smith to enable them to carry 
out their good intentions. _ It is therefore, sir, that the 
College may seem to be doing what it has undertaken to 
do that I venture to give notice of the following 
motion :— 

“ That the following suggestions be considered by the 
Council and amended‘oradded to as may beagreed,andin 
their approved form be presented asa recommendation 
from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to be 
adopted and acted on by the Worshipful of Farriers. 

1—That each candidate for registration should be 
required to furnish testimonials from his employer or 
employers during the preceding 12 months that he has 
been sober and has not caused lameness or injury to a 
horse or other animal in shoeing during such period. 

2.—That the examination of a candidate for registra- 
tion shall embrace an examination held at a forge on 
making, fitting, and putting on an appropriate shoe to a 
selected foot. 

3.—That every shoe-smith be required to present a 
licence granted by the Worshipful Company of Farriers, 
and the same to to renewed anuually ; a small fee to be 
paid for the licence and on its renewal. 

4.—A licence so provided to have a printed form to 
be signed by each employer during the year of its 
operation and recording the date of commencing and 
terminating each period of service, and the reason of 
leaving, and also stating whether any and what injury 
has been'caused by the licensee in shoeing any horse 
during the time of such service. 

5.—In the event of the proprietor of a forge being 
made liable and caused to pay damages for any injury 
to a horse or other animal, it shall be held as evidence 
that the shoeing-smith who had caused‘ such injury is 
guilty of culpable carelessness or negligence amounting 
to cruelty, and the said shoer shall be liable to prose- 
cution accordingly by the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 

That is the notice of motion I give. 


New FEttows. 


The Secretary mentioned that the following gentle- 
men had passed the examination for Fellowship :— 
Messrs, C. Villar, J. Moore, A.V.D., J. A. Thompson 
of Lurgan, Wm. Rogerson, of Camden Town, Charles 
Phillips, A.V.D., J. R. Dewar, of Aberdeen, H. A. Has- 
lam, A.V.D., and A, W. Mason. 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS FOR THE FELLOWSHIP. 
Mr. Roatre Cox proposed the re-election of Prof. 


{ 


4 

t 
4 
2 

1 
| 4 
] 

F 
f 

~ | 
4 

A) 

Ay 

a? 

J 

rie 

| 


60 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 2, 1890. 


Brown, Dr. Fleming, and Dr. Duguid as Examiners for 
the Fellowship. 

Mr. Wraae seconded the motion. ce 

Mr. Kwp said he did not wish to raise any objection 
but he would ask whether Prof. Brown himself held the 
Fellowship Degree. 

Mr. J. Simpson said that Prof. Brown did not hold 
the Fellowship Degree, but at: the same time he thought 
Mr. Kidd must have overlooked the fact that it was not 
necessary for a gentleman who was a_ teacher in the 
schools at the time of the institution of the Fellowship 
Degree to qualify as an Examiner by passing such an 
examination. He remembered perfectly well when 
Prof. Brown was first nominated as an Examiner, now 
three years ago, that he asked whether he could act not 
being a Fellow, and it was then pointed out distinctly 
tu the Council that it was not necessary that he should 
be a Fellow, because he was a tutor at one of the schools 
at the time that the Fellowship Degree was instituted. 

Mr. Kipp said he was aware that it was unnecessary 
to have the Fellowship Degree to qualify as anj;Examiner, 
but still, they heard observations made about Examiners 
not taking the Fellowship, and it was giving people the 
opportunity of making such observations by appointing 
an Examiner who was nota Fellow. He proposed 
that Mr. Cox be elected in place of Prof. Brown. At 
the same time he quite admitted the Professor’s 
qualifications. 

Mr. Matcoum seconded the amendment. 

Prof. PrrrcHarp thought there was a more powerful 
reason why their election should fall on Mr. Cox than 
on Prof. Brown, in that since he had been appointed 
Prof. Brown had never once attended the examinations 
in Scotland. The Board of Examiners was not very 
large, and certainly one-third of that Board should not 
be absent from one part of the country. 

Mr. Kuwp said in that case the Report of the Court 
of Examiners for the Fellowship Degree was incomplete, 
because that information should have been laid 
before the Council. 

Sir Hy. Simpson said that very few gentlemen were 
examined in Scotland for the Fellowship and it was 
hardly necessary for Prof. Brown to go. He thought 
that he ought not to be struck off without due con- 
sideration. 

Prof. RurHerrorp said that as a matter of fact Prof. 
Brown was summoned by himself to attend the last 
examination of candidates for the Fellowship in Scot- 
land, but a day or two before the examination he re- 
ceived a letter from him to say that he had arranged 
with Mr. Cox to act in his place, Mr. Cox having acted 
in Scotland for some years on the Fellowship ex- 
amination. 

Mr. J. Simpson said this was all news to him : 
fact had never been brought before the bea Po 
Prof. Brown declined to go to Scotland, 

Prof. RutHervorp: I did not say he declined. 

Mr. J. Simpson said if he was simply unable to do 
so that was hardly sufticient for voting him off. 

Mr. Cox said that during the period of Prof. Brown’s 
occupation of the office there had been only one such 
examination in Scotland, and that was on the last 
occasion. Professor Brown was suddenly pence d 
from going and asked him (Mr. Cox) to take his 1 : 
and should it happen again that Prof. Brown was = ble 
go and that very few candidates 

em 
(Mr. Cox) should be very pleased to Sct 


A ballot was then taken f j 
aminers with the following 


Dr. Flemi i 
10. Dr. Duguid 10. Mr, Cox Prof. 


r The first three gentlemen were therefore declared 


Tue APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


Sir Henry Simpson asked whether there was not 
some way by which the Council could improve its method 
of procedure. He had suggested that they should hold 
their Committee meetings on the day previous to the 
quarterly meeting of the Council. The Council met at 
3 o’clock in the afternoon and the result was that people 
went away before they had finished their business. 
There was a general desire to hurry away and either 
hand matters over to a Committee or to postpone them 
till their next meeting, and the result was that their 
method of doing business did not contrast very favour- 
ably with the business done by other Corporations. He 
thought they might manage to hold their Committee 
meetings on the day previous to the meetings of the 
Council, not too early in the day but so as to allow gen- 
tlemen to come up and attend the meetings. The 
Council meeting instead of being held at 3 might be 
held at noon on the following day so as to enable gentle- 
men to return that night. If a Committee meeting 
was convened only three quarters of an hour before the 
quarterly meeting it was most unfair to expect the 
Secretary to properly edit the notes and draft a report 
to be read to the Council looking at all the other busi- 
ness weighing on his shoulders at the time. He,thought 
that each Committee should have a reporter who should 
prepare and read the report to the Council as the report 
of the Committee for adoption in due course. There 
would be this advantage that matters would not get 
shelved. Many things he knew slipped out altogether 
if they were referred to Committees; they were not 
brought before them and the result was they were lost 
sight of. He had in mind a most important resolution 
which had been brought before the Council and fairly 
discussed and then referred to a Committee, but from 
that day to this it had never been heard of. That was 
not the right way of doing business, and he hoped be- 
fore they appointed the Committees they would decide 
how the business was to be done when they were ap- 
pointed. If the Committees were held on the day 
preceding the quarterly meeting, and the quarterly 
meeting was held at 12 o’clock on the following day it 
could be got over in good time so that men pressed with 
work might return to their homes. 

Mr. Kipp said there was one suggestion he should 
like to make with respect to the appointment of Com- 
mittees. They had as many as 15 or 16 on a Committee 
and the result was that many of them did not attend 
because they thought the others would be present. He 
thought if the Committees were confined to 7 members 
the work would be much better done. 

The Prestpent pointed out the extra expense that 
would be involved for those members living at a 
distance. 

Sir Hy. Simpson: We must pay the expense ; the 
great thing is to do the business well. 

The Present suggested that the meeting might be 
held in the forenoon before the Council meeting. 

Hy. Simpson said that that plan might be 
ried. 

Prof. Prircnarp said that if they were to 
reckon on working Committees they would have to 
elect men who lived pretty close to London—men from 

a distance would not come. If that be so, and he 

thought he was right, they must then take into con- 

sideration the conveniences of men who lived in the 

neighbourhood of London. It was no joke for a per- 

son who had a large practice in London or the vicinity 

to begin Committee meetings at 10 or 11 in the morn- 

ing, thereby breaking up the whole day—especially at a 

certain time of the year. If they wished to reckon 

upon the services of men for Committee work they must 


select them from the vicinity of London. 
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Dr. Fremine said he thought it would be a very 
great advantage if they could elect more of their country 
members, for it became rather a heavy task upon those 
residing near London to attend all the committee meet- 
ings. The labor should be divided as much as possible. 
He did not shirk work himself and he was on almost 
every committee and attended a large number, but still 
it was sometimes rather hard and no doubt if they had 
a committee meeting at 2 o’clock and a council meeting 
at 3, there was no time to deliberate. Their Registra- 
tion Committee met frequently, and although it might 
be a heavy tax on country members to attend, they should 
endeavour to share the work of the Council. He thought the 
plan of holding committee meetings on the day previous 
to the council meeting would be a very advantageous 
one, but if the committee work was to be done on the 
same day it must then be done in the forenoon. 

Sir Hy. Simpson said he should propose to appoint 
‘a Chairman and deputy Chairman for each committee, 
the deputy Chairman to draw up the report of the 
committee. It was extremely hard that the President 
should be expected to be responsible for everything as 
he was at the present time, and such a plan as he sug- 
gested would lighten the labor very much indeed. The 
minutes of the committees were most valuable, but how 
could they be valuable when they were drawn up by the 
Secretary in about ten minutes, when everybody was 
round him asking questions. It was impossible for any 
man to do it. He proposed that the committee meet- 
ing preceding the quarterly meeting be held on the 
day previous. 

Mr. Triceer said that would mean that members 
living in the nerth would have to sacrifice at least two 
clear days whereas if they had the committee meeting 
on the morning of the council meeting each practitioner 
would lose one day. They were asking the country 
practitieners to lose two days whilst the London prac- 
titioners only lost one. 

Mr. CartLepGE said that if members would not speak 
so frequently or so long the members of the Council 
would be able to get away at a reasonable hour. 

Sir Hy. Simpson said if they had large committees 
and held the meetings the day before they would then 
see who did attend. He moved that the committee 
meetings be held on the previous day. 

Dr. FLEMING seconded the motion. 

Mr. TRIGGER moved as an amendment that they be 
held on the morning of the day of the council meeting. 

Mr. Kipp seconded the amendment. 

The motion and the amendment having been put to 
the Council the numbers voting for each were declared 
to be equal and the President gave his casting vote for 
the original motion. 


The following gentlemen were elected :— 


PARLIAMENTARY ComMiTTEE: — Mr. Barford ; 
Professor Brown ;_ Mr. Cartledge; Professor Duguid : 
Sir Frederick Fitz-Wygram ; Dr. Fleming; Mr. Greaves ; 
Mr. Lambert; Mr. Simeox; Sir Henry Simpson ; 
Mr. James Simpson; Mr. Taylor; Mr. Whittle; 
Professor Axe ; Mr. Rutherford ; Professor Pritchard ; 
and Professor Penberthy. 


GENERAL Purposes Commirree :—Mr. Barford ; 
Mr. Briggs; Mr. Roalfe Cox; Professor Duguid; Sir 
Fredk. Fitz-Wygram; Dr. Fleming; Mr. Greaves; 
Mr. Hunting; Mr. Mulvey; Professor Pritchard ; 
Sir Henry Simpson; Mr. J.Simpson; Mr. Taylor ; 
Mr. Whittle; Mr. Wilson; Mr. Woods ; Mr. Wragg ; 
Mr. Trigger; Mr. Malcolm; Mr. Walters; Professor 
Penberthy ; and Professor Axe. 


Registration ComMitTTeE :—Mr. Briggs ; Mr. Cox ; 
Dr. Fleming ; Mr.Greaves ; Mr. Lambert ; Mr. Mulvey ; 
Professor Pritchard; Sir Hy. Simpson ; Mr. J. Simpson ; 


Mr. Taylor; Mr. Whittle; Mr. Wragg; Mr. Malcolm ; 
Mr. Trigger; Mr. Kidd; Mr. Walters ; Professor Axe ; 
Professor Penberthy. 


Byre-Laws Commirrre :—Mr. Barford; Mr. 


Cartledge ; Mr. Roalfe Cox ; Professor Duguid ; 
Sir Fredk. Fitz-Wygram, Dr. Fleming; Mr. Greaves ; 
Mr. Hunting; Mr. Kidd; Mr. Mulvey; Professor 
Pritchard: Sir Henry Simpson; Mr. J. Simpson ; 
Professor Walley ; Mr. Whittle; Professor Williams ; 
Mr. Wragg; Mr. Rutherford; Mr. Lambert, Mr. 
Walters, and Professor Axe. 


Frvance :—Mr. Barford ; Mr. Briggs ; 
Mr. Cartledge ; Mr. Cox; Dr. Fleming ; Mr. Greaves ; 
Mr. Mulvey; Professor Pritchard: Mr. Simcox; 
Sir Henry Simpson; Mr. J. Simpson; Mr. Taylor; 
Professor Williams; and Mr. Wragg. 


Dinner Committee :—Mr. Briggs ; Mr. Hunting ; 
Mr. Mulvey; Mr. Pritchard; Mr, James Simpson ; 
Mr. Wragg, and Mr. Cartledge. 


Tue Foreign anp CoLontAL ScHoots Com- 
MITTEE was reappointed. 


Sir Hy. Simpson moved that each Committee at its 
first General Meeting be requested to elect a vice 
Chairman and Reporter, and that the business of the 
Reporter be to prepare the report and read it at the 
meeting of the Council. 

Mr. Barrorp seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the Obituary List. 

Dr. FLEMING mentioned the death of Mr. Dun- 
don, A.V.D. 

The Secretary: I have to bring before you a reso- 
lution passed at the Annual Meeting on the subject of 
the New Charter. It was resolved at the Annual Meet- 
ing that the Council take it into consideration. 

r. Mutvey: We have been considering it ever 
since. 

Professor AXE gave notice on a motion for the adop- 
tion of revised regulations for examination of veterinary 
students in general education. Also that Regulation 17 
of the regulations for professional examinations be al- 
tered by striking out the words “ Three years’ in place 
of the words so struck out. 

Sir Hy. Simpson also gave notice of the following 
motion. “ That Bye-law 48 bealtered by adding to the in- 
vestments authorized for the use of the College—mortgages 
on rent securities in England or Wales or on heritable 
securities in Scotland, or on bonds or mortgages or de- 
bentures of incorporations or incorporated companies 
paying dividends on their ordinary stocks in accordance 
with Section 17 of the Charter of 1876 and the Trust 
Investment Act.” 

The Council then adjourned. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 
THE 
CENTRAL VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary General Meeting of this Society was 
held at the First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on Tuesday, 
July 3rd. 

In the unavoidable absence of the President, Mr. F. 
Raymond was voted to the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and 
after an alteration, suggested by Mr. Hurndall, were 
confirmed. 

Correspondence was read from Professor Walley, Mr. 
Slocock, Mr. Fitzwilliam Wright, and from the Hon. 
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Secretaries of the The Royal Counties, The Midland 
Counties, and The North of England Veterinary Medical 
Associations ; also a letter from Mr. McKenny, of the 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, asking for 
36 copies of the President’s Paper, “ A new Charter—is 
it needed” On the motion of Mr. Raymond, seconded 
by Mr. Rowe, it was agreed to accede to this request. 
The Hon. Secretary drew attention to the forthcoming 
International Congress of Hygiene, which is to be held 
in London next year. Mr. Hurndall proposed, and 
Mr. Prudames seconded, and it was carried, “ That the 
Hon. Secretary bring the matter before the next meet- 
ing of the Council, to determine if this Society should 
subscribe to and be represented at the Congress.” 

Mr. P. McConil, M.R.C.V.S., of Holloway, London, 
was unanimously elected a Fellow of the Society, and 
Mr. W. F. Barrett, of New Cross, was nominated for 
Fellowship. 

Mr. Arthur Rogerson submitted to the meeting 
os-corone and the pedal bone of the near hind leg of a 
valuable cart horse ; the animal had got its foot over 
the halter-chain, and so injured the heel that it had to 
be destroyed. It was, however, kept under treatment 
for about two months. Mr. Rogerson invited the at- 
tention of the Meeting to two points, firstly, to the 
diseased condition of the bones, and, secondly, to the 
manner of securing horses in stables, more particularly 
in the stables of large town companies, where bails were 
used, It was within his own experience that consider- 
able loss was incurred yearly from such accidents as this 
animal had met with, and also from horses getting loose. 
He thought it was a practical question, which they 
might well consider. 
he knew that the horse, previous to its accident, was 
free from disease of this pattern ; but although it was 
destroyed within eight weeks after receiving the injury 
there was a large amount of exostosis on the external 
surface of the bones, and the articular cartilage and 
lamin of the extremities which entered into formation 
of the pedal joint was almost entirely removed. There 
was also loss of a large amount of the cancellated tissue 
of these bones. 

The specimen excited considerable discussion, in 
which Messrs. Prudames, Hurndall, Reddish, Rowe 
Butters, the Chairman, and Hon. Secretary took part. 
The method of securing horses in stables was also re- 
ferred to by some of the speakers. 

On the motion of Mr. Raymond, seconded by Mr 
Rowe, a vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Rogerson for 
introducing the specimen and discussion, 


MR. HUNTING’S PAPER.—RESUMED DISCUSSION, 


In re-opening the discussion upon the Presi 5 
paper, “A new Charter—is it ne Y Mr. ment 
said : There is no doubt, Gentlemen, that our Charters 
require overhauling, and, according to the views of 
many, certain alterations should also be made in them 
In the good old days, when the bulk of the profession 
ceased to take an interest in these matters as soon as 
they were admitted as members, the old Charters were 
not much objected to ; in fact, very few people troubled 
themseves about them at all; but now that there is an 
awakening, now that professional practitioners are be- 
coming alive to the fact that professional politicg ma 
exercise more or less influence upon the status on. 
even upon the income of individual members a reat 
change is gradually taking place. Members = t 
think that the old Charters are no longer suited to the 
times we live in, in a word, some parts of them ‘ 
= . be absurd, and others are said to be unfair = 

clauses seem to me to be idi hi 
deal with the elections of 
imagine that this honour would be conferred on th 
most experienced men on the Council, such as the po 


As regards the morbid specimen, | 


President, but, strange to say, precisely the men who 
have to learn their work, who have little or no knowledge 
of the traditions and procedure of the Council, are 
selected to take the President’s chair in his absence. 
Then occurs another absurdity, for as soon as a Vice- 
President has gained some idea of his business he be- 
comes a member, or is shelved altogether, and so the 
game goes on. Gentlemen, the Vice Presidents, though 
able and zealous as ordinary members, are exactly those 
men who are least fitted to take the President’s chair. 
It appears to’ me that the system of electing Vice- 
Presidents, besides being absurd, is at variance with ail 
usual procedure in elections of this kind. Svrely they 
should be selected from the members of the Council, and 
all the members of the Council should be elected by the 
profession. If all men had to submit to election by 
the profession, they would have to do something more 
for its welfare than merely to canvass the members of 
the Council. On the other hand, the six extra seats 
would offer more encouragement to the workers for the 
general good, because they would know there would be 
more chances of obtaining honours for their pains. 

As regards the 9th clause, I must say that I was in 
favour of it at one time, as it stands, because I had just 
got my diploma, because I believed we should get the 
cream of the profession to join us, and because I 
imagined that the opposition to the clause was fictitious ; 
since then, and for the last four years, I have mixed 
more intimately with the profession and discussed 
the subject, and have reason to modify my views. We 
have heard many reasons why this clause should be 
altered or cancelled, but there are two which carry a 
good deal of weight with me. The chief reason is, that 
the Council, by an unfortunate oversight, deprived the 
existing members of their existing rights. It is no 
doubt true that a sort of plebiscite was held, but I am 
informed that comparatively few people voted. If that 
is true, there is reason for re-opening the question. 
Another is that I have been told that very good men 
are afraid to come forward, because, if they fail, their 
opponents, instead of admiring their courage, publish 
their rejection so as to get hold of their clients. I 
must tell you candidly I think a man who tries for the 
Fellowship, whether he succeeds or not, shows infinitely 
more pluck than a man who does not. I do not think 
the Fellows would suffer very much if the 9th clause 
were modified, or abrogated altogether, because the 
examination might then be made more stringent. At 
any rate, in view of the strong feeling which animates 
the body of the profession upon the subject, it seems to 
me that it would be a graceful and politic act, on the 
part of the Fellows and the Council, if they consented 
to re-consider the matter. 

As regards the dual appointments, I will quote from 
a paper by Sir M. Mackenzie in a recent edition of the 
Fortnightly Review, because it shows what is thought in 
the Surgical Profession, and what might happen in ours. 
He says—“The plan of keeping the examinerships ‘ in 

the family ’ is an abuse of a very bad kind, it encour- 

ages jobbery, and tends to lower the standard of 
examination by plaving the examiners beyond the 
reach of censure, or even of supervision. It further 
prevents the formation of an independent Council, 
for those who are looking for examinerships dare 
not express opinions contrary to those of the leaders 
of the Council. In all properly constituted corpora 
tions the members of the governing body are disquali- 
fied from being elected to lucrative offices in their own 
gift. .The members of the Senate of the University 
of London cannot become candidates for examiner- 

ships, and it isa customary rule in corporations, 42 

even in vestries, that offices of emolument cannot 

distributed by the members among each other. The 


system of having paid examiners, who are themselves 
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directors of the institution, was years ago felt to be 
a very crying evil.” 
This language is decidedly strong, but certainly 


thought as their last Charter was of so recent a date 
there might possibly be a difficulty in getting an abro- 
gation of this clause. Many of the gentlemen who 


points to some of the dangers of dual appointments. were agitating against it now were alive when this 
My own opinion is, that the ‘Council should be a Charter was granted, with their full knowledge and 
court of appeal, to which principals, students, and_ consent, and that fact would probably weigh with the 


examiners can go for rectification of any injustice they 
may think they suffer from. : 

As the matter stands at present, with eleven members 
of the Board of Examiners on the Council, who in such 
cases would be either prosecutors or defendants, the 


Privy Council. 

Mr. Hurnpaut pointed out that when the last 
Charter was granted many members were not aware 
of its provisions. Mr. Hunting had brought out 


decisions of the Council are always liable to attack on | Charter was passed there was a good deal of apathy in 
the score of bias. You will recollect that a few years | the SS with regard to it, and Mr. Hunting gave 


ago some rowdy demonstrations took place at Glasgow goo 


reasons why such apathy then existed. He men- 


and Edinburgh, and some of the examiners were | tioned this, as he should not like Mr. Rogerson’s views 


mobbed; now, it has occurred to me, that had the go forth to the world as correct. 


parties implicated had a judicial court of appeal to go. 
to perhaps these most disgraceful proceedings might 
never have occurred. 


Mr. Hunting showed 
most conclusively that a small minority of the profes- 
sion only knew anything about the Charter, as the 
proper means were not taken to inform them : it _ 


As regards the examiners, I consider that they should as it were, brought in by stealth. Mr. Hunting ha 
alway be Fellows, unless the Fellowship is to be con- | shown that as clearly as possible, and he must, there- 
sidered an utter farce. A man need not be a Fellow to | fore, emphatically éontradict Mr. Rogerson’s statement 
manage the political business of the profession any on that point. 


more than an M.P. need be a Master of Arts; but. 


Mr. Burrers said that Mr. Hunting had put every- 


certainly an examiner ought to give some tangible proof thing so clearly in his essay that he had left very little 


of his general professional competency, and that end is 


opportunity for them to say anything. He quite agreed 


best gained by the Fellowship, particularly if it is made | a new Charter was necessary to remedy some of the 


more stringent. I also think that an examination in | 
operations should be added to the Fellowship exam. | 


abuses. Charters were obtained without much trouble 
in the past, and therefore, perhaps, one could be as 


I am a supporter of Mr. Kidd’s idea, that a certain | easily obtained now. 


umber of cx officio members might be added to 
Council ; they would be the Veterinary advisers to the | 
Board of Agriculture, the Principal Veterinary Surgeon | 
of the Army, and the Chairman of the Board of 
Examiners. These gentlemen are bound to be good | 
men, or they would never have attained their position, | 
and it is only fair that the examiners should have an 
official mouthpiece at the Board. 
The subject of professional etiquette has also been | 
broached by Mr. Kidd, so perhaps a few words may be | 
said upon this subject ; but I would suggest that the 
Council would have to solve the problem of over- 
crowding before that of professional etiquette, because | 
unfair and unprofessional competition is intimately | 
connected with overcrowding. We cannot object to a_ 
man who carries on two or more businesses at the 
same time, providing he keeps his professional employ- | 
ment apart from the others; put I do not think it wise | 
that he should mix bis initials, M.R.C.V.S., with other | 
money matters. I do not think that those gentlemen | 
who advertise in lay newspapers are well advised, from | 
a professional point of view, neither do I consider it | 
desirable that prescriptions should be given in Agricul- | 
tural Journals. There are a few other points which 
may occur to you, but I have spoken at sufficient length, | 
and will now resume my seat. 
Mr. Rowe said the method of electing their Vice- 
Presidents was a standing abuse, men were elected who | 
stood no chance by an honest ballot. As to the 9th | 
clause, he had never taken advantage of the Fellowship | 
Degree, and never meant to, and for this reason that 
he thought, by the introduction of this 9th clause, they | 
were robbed of their privileges ; also, he did not think 
that the Fellows who had become Fellows by examina- | 
tion had advanced the profession by any means. He 
had known Fellows charge as low as 1s. 6d. for a visit. 
Again, he objected to the large increase of the Collegiate 
staff on the Council; he had protested against this 
some years ago, and had paid for it in the shape of a 
great deal of abuse : but he supposed the condition now 
was as bad as ever it was. In concluding, Mr. Rowe 
spoke against the dual appointment. 
Mr. Rocrrson said he did not wish to offer any opinion | 
one way or the other as to the 9th clause; but he 


On the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. ViLiar said 
it seemed to him that the opinion of the Society was 
divided on this subject to some extent, and, as an officer 
of this Society, he thought he ought not to offer any 
opinion, although he felt very strongly upon the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Hurnpatt moved “ That the advisability of dis- 
tributing te every member of the profession copies of 
Mr. Hunting’s paper, entitled ‘A new Charter—is it 
needed?’ as read before the Central Veterinary Society, 
on the 5th June, 1890, be referred to the Council for 
their consideration and determination.”’ 

Mr. Burrers seconded this motion. 

Mr. Rogerson did not think it fair that this Society 
should bear such an expense, and moved an amendment, 
which was ruled out of order by the Chairman, as 
financial matters were for the consideration of the 
Council only. 

Mr. Hurnpatw’s motion on being put to the meeting 
was lost by one vote. 

Mr. Rowe proposed, and Mr. Rogerson seconded, a 
vote of thanks to the Essayist, which was carried 
unanimously. A vote of thanks was also accorded the 
Chairman, and Mr. Raymond having replied, the meet- 
ing was brought to a close. 

Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE BROWN INSTITUTION. 


The authorities of the University of London as 
the trustees of Brown bequest, having been com- 
pelled to appeal to the public for funds to 
enable them to carry out the admirable work 
done at this institution upon a larger scaie and 
with greater efficiency, The bequest left by 
Mr. Thomas Brown in 1871 yields an annual 


income of only £1000, and seldom has a trust 


this fact very clearly in his paper. No doubt when the ~ 
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been more advantageously used than in this 
instance. It has provided for the establishment 
of a laboratory in which the origin and progress 
of diseases are investigated. and a hospital in which 
animals belonging to poor people who are unable 


to pay for skilled veterinary advice may receive it | 


without charge, except for the keep of the animal 
treated. Five lectures on pathology are annually 
delivered, to which the public have a right of free 
admission. As a hospital, over 45,000 animals 
have been admitted during the past sixteen years, 
and of these 34,650, or an average of more than 
2000 per year, have been completely cured. A 
moment’s thought will show how great a boon the 
treatment of these poor animals must have been 
to their owners, who, by the terms of the foun- 
der’s will, must have been persons “unable to 
pay for skilled veterinary advice.” The readers 
of Tux Lancer need nu reminder as to the valu- 
able pathological researches which have been 
made in this institution by the past and present 
directors—-Professors Sanderson and Victor Hors- 
ley—-and their assistants, and by numerous inde- 
pendent workers under their guidance and direc- 
tion, It would be a national misfortune if its 
operations either as a hospital or as a laboratory 
were to be curtailed, and we hope that the pub- 
lic will freely respond to the appeal of the com- 
mittee for increased funds. As scientific inquiries 
and investigations have been almost constantly 
carried out here for the Privy Council and the 
Local Government Board, the Government might 
be fairly asked for a small grant in aid, and the 
Royal Agricultural Society should also make a 
practical acknowledgment of the services of the 
officers of the institution in undertaking researches 
into the causes and prevention of diseases of cat- 
tle at the request of the Society. The increase 
in the funds is needed for (a) a properly fitted 
room for surgical operations and wards for the 
after-care of the in-patients, and to allow of the 
efficient performance of modern surgical proce- 
dures ; and (6) an endowment to permit of the 
appointment of a resident clinical observer to 
assist in the care of the large and annually in- 
creasing number vf animals, additional hospital 


attendants, and the proper equipment and mai 
tenance of the equip main- 


F. G. BAKER, R.R.C.V.S.L., 


Veterinary Surgeon, Naturalist, | 
Taxidermist, ete., ete. 


| 
The above. writes a corr i i 
e above. w espondent, is 
& notice in a window in Pa lati 


Pasteurism in America. 

e work of the Pasteur Institute in N ork i 
y increasing. Dr. Paul Gibier now, it 
inoculates as many as twenty persons ily. The building 
in which the institute started last March is aleuniee 


found too small, and ” 
the future home of the a has been offered as 


4 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 


facts of interest. 
Original articles and reports should be written on one side 


only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Road, &. 


VETERINARY ETHICS. 


Sir,—With reference to what has been lately written 
on the above subject, I notice all your correspondents 
confine themselves to the point as to what a man ought, 
or rather ought not, to do to increase his account at the 
bank. I should wish to put another point before you. 
How ought we to behave one towards another? Perhaps 
if I quote two instances which have happened lately in 
my own practice it will best explain my meaning. 

Case 1. Called by an urgent telegram to a farm four 
miles away. On arriving I found another practitioner 
(registered) in the box. It appeared that after the owner 
had wired for me this man drove inte the village, and 
was called in. What was the proper course for us both 
to take under the circumstances ? 

Case 2. Called to an urgent case in the village about 
8 p.m. Went and did all that was necessary, and left in 
about half an hour, saying I would look in again about 
10.30 p.m., before going to bed. On arriving at that 
time I found the attendant taking the mare out. He 
said he was taking her to a larger box, belonging to 
another man in the village (this man carries on a veteri- 
nary practice, but has no qualification to do so). He 
(the attendant) told me his master had sent for this 
man previous to his sending for me, but not finding him 
at home he had sent forme; but now he had come 
home he had given over the case to him. 

The supposed Vet. was of course very pleased to be able 
to take a casefrom me. I think it very hard that anyone 
who has taken the trouble and expense of going through 
the College should have the bread taken out of his mouth 
by a man who has no earthly right whatever to practice. 
Our diplomas are not worth the paper they are printed 
on unless we can get some protection. We might with 
advantage establish an Ethical Society, which could 
draw up a Code of Ethics, and also a Code of Profes- 
sional Charges. At present we have no idea to what 
limit we can lawfully charge—for instance Case ?, 
the owner evidently made a decided convenience of me, 
and for so doing he ought to be made to pay. A word 
or two from you, Sir, on the above subjects would, I am 


_| sure, be very gratefully received. 


- Yours faithfully, A MEMBER. 


REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS COMMITTEE. 


Sir, 

I beg to repudiate your construction of the motives 
which influenced the election of this Committee at last 
Council meeting. I voted for Dr. Fleming and not 
for Mr. Hunting, because the latter gentleman had ex- 
pressed views about the term “ Farrier,’ which I con- 
sidered at variance with the best interests of the 


Profession. 
Yours obediently, M.C. 


We do not question our correspondent’s motives 
We only say that the reason given for any change W4S 
that Dr. Fleming hada personal objection to 
with some other person, and that the Council gavé 
effect to his expressed personal feelings.—[Ep.] 
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